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Music Selection for Liturgies 

Planning 
Resource 

Today’s Liturgy Guide (published 4x per year) 
These magazines are delivered to the Parish Office and then given to the Music 
Selection Committee.  

Music Selection 
Committee 

4 -6 members from Adult Choir, Cantors, and Accompanists 
2018 Members include:  
Jodi Blong (cantor), Lu Callstrom (guitar/choir), Jeri Ehrhard (choir) 
Iris Goodnature (cantor/choir). Tonia Lauer (accompanist). Ada Theusch 
(accompanist) 

Frequency of 
Meeting 

4 – 6 x annually dependent upon the size of the music cycle. Typical times: 
1. @ 4 weeks prior to the start of Advent -  Planning includes Advent up to the 

weekend prior to Ash Wednesday.  
2. @ 4 weeks prior to start of Lenten season - Planning includes Ash Wednesday 

through Pentecost.  
3. @ 4 weeks prior to Pentecost - Planning is for Ordinary Time 
4. Mid way through Summer - Planning is for the remainder of ordinary time 

through Thanksgiving.  
Schedule special planning sessions for major holy days like Christmas 
Eve/Christmas and Holy Thursday through Easter Sunday at least 3 -4 weeks in 
advance of the holy day.  

Suggestions for 
selections 

Choose music that aligns with the liturgy. 
Opening hymn and Sending forth hymns should be energizing.  
The goal is to engage the congregation in worship through the music.  
Meditative and prayerful hymns are appropriate for Presentation of Gifts and 
Communion. Occasionally the musicians are not comfortable with the music 
selected – keep a copy of Today’s Liturgy available in the piano bench so they can 
change to something more familiar that stays in sync with the liturgy.  

Documenting 
the selections 

Document the selections into an Excel format:  

 

Publishing the 
selections  

Post the PDF to the website: 
Music Schedules - St. Theodore Catholic Church - Albert Lea, MN 
Parish Office Coordinator can assist with posting to the website.  

Estimated Time 

Meeting with the Music Selection Cmte: 2 – 3 hours per cycle 
Preparing the Music Selection File – dependent upon the comfort of the person 
preparing the schedule this can be done during the Music Selection Cmte meeting 
with review/clean-up down after the meeting – the review/verification of hymn #’s 
and posting to the website takes about 1 hour per cycle.  
Total estimated time per music selection cycle: 4 hours (4x per year) 

 

http://www.sttheo.org/music-schedules-cantors-accompanists

